
3/24/13 1:19 PMFamily plans to keep tigers in wake of attack

Page 1 of 2http://lubbockonline.com/news/050897/family.htm

Family plans to keep tigers in wake of attack 
Mauled owner of big cats undergoes surgery

By ELIZABETH LANGTON 
Avalanche-Journal

As Gene Light recovered in the hospital Wednesday from being mauled by one of his Bengal tigers, a
family member said no plans exist to get rid of the remaining cats.

Light, part owner of the West Texas Speedway, remained in critical condition Wednesday at University Medical Center. He was
scheduled for surgery Wednesday night.

Light's stepfather, Jim Robertson, said the recovery will be long, but Light's broken jaw and puncture wounds are expected to heal.

''He's a lot better than he was last night,'' Robertson said. ''This is a whole lot better than he could have been.''

Light's tiger Rufus attacked him Tuesday night while he was working inside the pen. The 700-pound cat was shot and killed after
friends and family members tried to coax the animal to release his victim.

''(The tiger) was playing with him like a cat does a mouse,'' Robertson said. ''If Rufus had wanted to kill him he would be dead right
now. He could have bit Gene in two if he had wanted to.''

Family members have not changed their opinions about keeping the remaining five Bengal tigers, two of which the family bred and
raised from cubs, Robertson said. The family will back Light, who is licensed and owns the cats, in whatever decision he makes, he
said.

''The reason Gene got into this in the first place is because he loves tigers. It was regrettable that Gene was hurt, and that we had to
destroy the animal,'' Robertson said. ''It was an accident caused by carelessness, as most accidents are. But Rufus was the problem, and
we don't have Rufus anymore.''

Rufus, bought by Light about 15 months ago, was always tougher and more aggressive than the other cats kept in pens on the property
in South Lubbock County on County Road 76F, Robertson said.

''They are handled with respect. He (Light) doesn't have to worry about the other animals,'' he said. ''They don't act like caged wild
animals. They are tame to a point and docile, but they are not house pets.''

Robertson said the family cares for and raises the Bengal tigers to help preserve the species, which is endangered in the wild.

''That's what it's all about, trying to preserve these magnificent creatures. I personally would hate to see an animal that magnificent
disappear from this Earth,'' he said. ''You get attached to them, I say my babies. I've seen them grow up.''

The Texas Senate approved a bill Monday that would ban ownership of dangerous wild animals, with a few exceptions.

Under the bill, ownership of 16 types of animals would be prohibited, including lions, tigers, bears, elephants, wolves and great apes.
There would be exemptions for things such as circuses, television or motion picture production companies, wildlife sanctuaries,
licensed exhibitors, research or rehabilitation facilities and university mascots.

Texans who already own dangerous wild animals would be exempt if they followed certain requirements, such as obtaining a permit
from the animal control authority, not breeding the animal and meeting requirements for cages.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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